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CAS 50-00-0 
 
Substance name Formaldehyde 

 
Toxicity 
 
Formaldehyde is classsified as a carcinogen by a number of authoritative sources.1,2,3,4   Inhalation of 
formaldehyde is associated with cancer in the respiratory tract in humans and laboratory animals. Oral 
exposures in animals are also carcinogenic. Formaldehyde is a skin, eye and respirtaory tract irritant and 
sensitizer. 
 
Exposure 
 
Formaldehyde is used in the production of resins which are commonly used as adhesives and binders in 
wood products, pulp and paper, and in the production of plastics and coatings. It is also used in the 
finishing treatment of fabrics used in clothing and other products.5  Aqueous formaldehyde (formalin) is 
used as a preservative and antimicrobial agent in some soaps, shampoos, hair preparations, deodorants, 
lotions, cosmetics and nail products.6  Some of these may be marketed to children. Formaldehyde has 
been detected in a wide range of childrens’ products including feeding pillows, nursing pillows, glitter 
glues, infant mittens, infant jackets, disposable diapers, bed linens, children's tents, and glue sticks.7 
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